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KEMPSTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Council Offices 
104 Bedford Road 
Kempston 
Bedford 
MK42 8BG 
Tel: 851005 
Email: kempstoncouncil@btconnect.com 
 
Thursday 3 October 2019 
 
To: Members of the Council 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Kempston Town Council in the 
Council Chamber on Tuesday 8 October 2019 at 7.30pm for the purpose of transacting 
the following business: 

 
C A Urwin  Clerk to the Council 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
The reading of the Fire precautions (on the back page of cover) by those present should be 

carried out prior to the commencement of the business. 
 

1. To receive any apologies for absence. 
 

2. Members of the public are invited to address the Council (time limit: 5 
minutes per subject matter) 

 
3. To confirm the Minutes of meeting held on 10 September 2019 - attached as 

Appendix A pages 3-6. 
 
4.  Disclosures of interest in items on the agenda. 

 
Members are reminded that they must disclose both the existence and the nature 
of any personal and/or prejudicial interest that they have in any matter to be 
considered at this meeting in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 

5. Francis Caldwell of Aragon Land and Planning Ltd to give a short 
presentation on development proposals at Chantry Avenue 
 

6. Police Report 
 
7. Finance 

 
(a) Financial Statement showing spending/income against budget to 30 

September 2019 - attached as Appendix B pages 7-10 
 
(b) To consider and approve payments (cheques and direct debits) attached 

as Appendix C pages 11-12 
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(c) Bank Reconciliation as at 30 September 2019 – attached as Appendix D 

page 13. 
 

(d) To consider quote received regarding replacement CCTV equipment for 
office. 

 
8. Diary of Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s Engagements  - attached as Appendix E 

page 14. 
 

9. Appointment of Internal Auditor 2019/20. 
 

10. Report of External Auditor 2018/19 – attached as Appendix F pages 15-22 
 
11. Declaration of Climate Emergency – update  
 
12. Challenger Academy – Update  
 
13. Park That Bike – Free Cycle Parking for Town and Parish Councils in 

Bedfordshire – Letter and application form attached as Appendix G pages 23-
27. 

 
14. The Saxon Centre – Verbal report from Cllr Burley 
 
15. Relocation of KTC noticeboard currently located outside site of old Lidl, 

Manor Drive – update 
 
16. The Project Involve website for Parish Councils in Bedfordshire will cease 

to be available from the end of March 2020 - Clerk to report on developments. 
 
17. Mayor’s Chain – Clerk to report on options available. 
 
18. Kempston Park Indoor Bowls Club – Second Five-Year Development Plan 

2020-2024 – The Management Committee is seeking the Council’s views and 
comments on the plan.  Comments needed by 31 October 2019.  Attached as 
Appendix H pages 28-37. 

 
19. Office Closure over Christmas 2019 

 
 20. New matters from Councillors for discussion at next meeting.  

 
21.  Date of next meeting: The next meeting of Kempston Town Council will be held 

on Tuesday 12 November 2019 at 7.30pm. 

 
22. Exclusion of Press and Public - Members of the press and public are 

excluded from the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended) for these items of business as they 
involve the likely disclosure of confidential personal information as defined 
as exempt information in Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government 
Act 1972 (confidential data) 

 
(i) Land at Beatrice Street 

  



3 
 

Appendix A 

Minutes of the Meeting of Kempston Town Council held Tuesday, 9 July 2019 
at 7.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 104 Bedford Road, Kempston 

 
PRESENT:  Cllr Blacklaws (Chair for the meeting) 

Cllr Bowman 
Cllr Burley 
Cllr S Conway 
Cllr T Conway 

   Cllr Hyde 
   Cllr Manocchio 
   Cllr Masud 
   Cllr Nawaz 
   Cllr Purves 
 
   Carol Urwin - Town Clerk   

2 members of the public 
                   

No.  ITEM  
 

109.19 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Meader and Oliver.  
 

110.19 
 
 

Members of the Public are Invited to Address the Council  
 
A member of the public reported on the ASB problems experienced at Cryselco playing 
field for the last 3 months which involved noise, underage drinking and possible drug 
taking.  He had previously informed the Council of the problems and thanked the Police 
for the work they had put in undertaking extra patrols.  He also thanked the Council for 
putting in a CCTV camera which had great reduced the problems.  He also asked that 
the possibility of making the area an alcohol free zone be pursued.  It was pointed out 
that this would involve making a public space protection order (which lasts 3 years) and 
would require the Police to enforce it whose resources are already stretched. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That as the CCTV camera had had a positive impact, the Council would look further at a 
public space protection order in 2020. 
 

111.19 Minutes  
 
The Minutes of the meeting of Kempston Town Council held on 9 July 2019 as 
circulated as Appendix A, were confirmed and signed as a correct and accurate record.   
 

112.19 Members Interests 
 
Members were reminded that they must disclose both the existence and the nature of 
any personal and/or prejudicial interest that they have in any matter to be considered at 
this meeting in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct – none stated. 
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113.19 Police Report 
 
Unfortunately Mikey was unable to provide recent crime statistics due to the system 
being unavailable. 
 
The next Police priority setting meeting would be held on 23 September at 7pm and 
would be combined with the Community Safety Forum.  The original Community Safety 
Forum date of 17 October would therefore be cancelled.   
 
Cllr Nawaz enquired about drug dealing occurring in Whitbread Avenue and the riverside 
flats.  Mikey confirmed that regular patrols were taking place and the Police were looking 
at one property in particular and were gathering intelligence.  Cllr Nawaz concerned with 
the lack of progress as clear descriptions and addresses had been given to the Police 
and it was difficult to answers residents’ concerns over the lack of action.  Mikey assured 
him that work was ongoing and intelligence was being collected from door knocking 
although only one call had been received in August which was from the same person 
who called in July and the warrant process was very long.  Cllr Nawaz requested that he 
and Cllr Burley be kept informed of any developments.  Residents should be told to ring 
101 to report anything of concern. 
 

114.19 
 

Finance   
 
a) The financial statement for five months to 31 August 2019 circulated as Appendix B 

and showing spending against budget was considered and approved. 
 
b) Appendix C (cheques and transfers) was approved for payment. 
 
c) Financial matters to consider/approve: 

 
(i) Decoration of Centenary Hall – the Clerk reported that 4 requests for a 

quotation had been sent out but only 2 had responded.   
 
Resolved: 
 
That the quotation from Richard Ansell for the price of £1435 be accepted 
and that the work be scheduled to take place during week commencing 21 
October 2019. 

 
(ii) Purchase of new PC for Clerk – Bedford Borough Council (who support the 

provision of IT at KTC) have confirmed that the Clerk’s PC was now 10 years 
old and the warranty had long expired.  It was also running Windows 7 which 
would be end of life in January 2020.  The Borough had provided a quote for 
a new PC and also offered to provide a quote to upgrade Microsoft Office to 
both PCs. 

 
Resolved: 

 
That the quote be accepted and the Borough be requested to provide a quote     
to upgrade Microsoft Office on both PCs. 
 

(iii) Refilling of troughs/signs with winter flowers – The winter planting was due to 
go ahead in late September.  It was noted that some of the plants in the brick 
flower beds on the Saxon Centre had been stolen and would need replacing. 
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There was also the 3 new pots still held in storage which needed fixing in 
place where the old WC block was before they could also be planted up. The 
Clerk also reported that it looked like the plants in several of the troughs near 
the office had been damaged due possibly to cooking oil being poured on 
them. 

 
(iv) Use of Cryselco sports field by youth football club – the Clerk had been 

approached by the Chairman of Bedford Town Football Club who were keen 
to use the premises on Saturdays and Sundays during the football season for 
their youth team.  The Club had asked if there was any possibility of a 
discount as they were using both days. 

 
Resolved: 
 
That Bedford Town Football Club be authorised to lease the premises on 
Saturdays and Sundays during the football season.  It was also agreed that 
as the use was for a youth team, a 10% reduction be given on the fees.  It 
was also agreed to offer the cricket team a 10% reduction on fees if they 
were able to hire out Sundays during the season to a youth team. 

 
(v) Purchase of additional CCTV camera 

   
                  Resolved: 
 

That an additional CCTV camera be purchased and held in storage until it is 
needed. 

 
115.19 Diary of Mayor’s Engagements 

 
The diary of the Mayor’s engagements as Appendix D was noted.   
 

116.19 Council to consider whether to declare a climate emergency 
 
Cllr Purves spoke about the report published by the International Panel on Climate 
Change in October 2018 which concluded that there is less than 12 years to act to avoid 
the worst impacts of climate change.  He recommended that the Council should declare 
a climate emergency and sign up to the Covenant of Mayors.  He proposed that the 
Council should work towards setting up a working group to include local businesses and 
the community and also suggested as a starting point to write to the Council’s energy 
and insurance providers to encourage them to take action. 
 
Resolved: 
 
It was unanimously agreed that the proposal be carried and that the matter be brought 
back to the next meeting for further development. 
 

117.19 The Saxon Centre 
 
Cllr Burley reported that she had received some good comments about the flowers on 
the forecourt.  The working group would be having a meeting with the Borough and there 
were a few things she would be discussing with officers mainly the state of the paving 
slabs, the drainage (there had been horrendous flooding in the car park recently) and the 
access bollards always being left down.  One of the bollards was extremely heavy and 
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may be a health and safety issue with regards to moving it.  It had also been looked at 
possibly having a Christmas tree pit but this was looking unlikely.  There was also the 
need to relocate the concrete planter located under the office block roof as it did not get 
any sun or rain and therefore could not be planted up at the moment.  It may possibly 
belong to Sainsbury’s.  With regards to the plastic banners attached to the railings, some 
had been removed.  She had tried to get a meeting with the Sainsbury’s manager but 
had not received a reply as yet. 
 

118.19 Relocation of KTC noticeboard 
 
The Clerk reported that the noticeboard located just outside the railings of the old Lidl 
site was being compromised by a large tree.  She was also concerned that once building 
work began on the site that the noticeboard may be removed by the developers and 
disposed of.  The Council therefore considered options for the new noticeboard and also 
whether to purchase an additional one.  The two suggested locations were near the One 
Stop shop in Hillgrounds Road and on the grassed area near the bottle bank in St Johns.  
It was also mentioned that some of the existing noticeboards contained out of date 
information. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That the Clerk obtains up to date prices on noticeboards and finds out from the Borough 
if it is feasible to locate noticeboards in the locations suggested. 
 

119.19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Matters from Councillors for discussion at next meeting 
 
The clerk reported the following. 
 
1. The developer for the site at Chantry Avenue wished to address the Council at 

the next meeting 
 
2. The Project Involve website for Parish Councils in Bedfordshire would cease to be 

available from the end of March 2020.  The Clerk was involved with discussions 
with other Clerks through Bedfordshire SLCC and would report back. 
 

3. The Clerk had contacted a jeweller regarding options for the Mayor’s chain and 
would report back. 
 

4. The Clerk requested that the Council consider closing the Council offices on 
Friday 27 December 2019.   

 
Date of next meeting 
 
The next meeting would be held at 7.30pm on 8 October 2019.  
 

120.19 
 
 
 
 
121.19 

Land at Beatrice Street 
 
The Clerk updated the Council with regard to a meeting held with a local company who 
had stated that they did not want to take the matter further. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.24pm. 
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Appendix B 

 

Copy to follow 
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Appendix C 

 

Copy to follow 
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Appendix D 

 

Copy to follow 

  



14 
 

Appendix E 
 
 

MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS SINCE MEETING IN SEPTEMBER 2019  
 
 

DATE EVENT 
 

22/09/19 High Sheriff’s Annual Justice Service 
 

23/09/19 McMillan Coffee Day at Kempston Post Office 
 

28/09/19 Mayor’s Reception 
 

 
 

DEPUTY MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS SINCE MEETING IN SEPTEMBER 2019  
 
 

DATE EVENT 
 

28/09/19 Mayor’s Reception 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS – MAYOR 
 
 

DATE EVENT 
 

10/11/19 Kempston Remembrance Service 
 

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS – DEPUTY MAYOR 
 

The Deputy Mayor does not have any forthcoming events. 
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